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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1,2,7-12,14,15,17,18 and 21-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 12 and 33 objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 12 contains a typographical error "step steps of in lines 1-2. 

b. Claim 33 is missing punctuation after "the storing step" in line 2. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 8 recites the limitation "the specifying step" in lines 1-2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For the purpose of applying 
prior art, this has been interpreted as referring to the obtaining step of claim 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,666 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2153 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1,2,7,8,12,14,15,17,18,21-25,29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Adams et al. (US 5,873,100). 

8. With regard to independent claim 1, Adams discloses a method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving, by a client system, in response to a request by a user of the client 
system, data from a network in a distributed system (Col 3, Lines 47-49 and 62-65); 

obtaining, by said client system from the user of the client system, an indication 
of a minimum length of time during which the received data is to be temporarily stored 
(Col 3, Lines 22-26); and 

storing temporarily on the client system at least a portion of the received data for 
a period of at least the minimum length of time indicated by the user at the client system 
(document remains a keep document for at least the time period and only non-keep 
documents are deleted)(Col 3, Lines 66-67 and Col 4, Lines 3-4). 
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9. With regard to claim 2, Adams further discloses that the received data is stored in 
a. memory space accessible by the client system as cache (Col 3, Lines 66-67). 

10. With regard to claim 7, Adams further discloses the step of designating, on said 
client system, that the received data be temporarily stored (Col 3, Lines 25-28), wherein 
the designating step includes a step of presenting a user with a window for user input 
(Col 3, Lines 12-20). 

1 1 . With regard to claim 8, Adams further discloses that the specifying step is carried 
out by a user in real time (Col 3, Lines 15-16). 

12. With regard to claim 21 , Adams further discloses inquiring of the user of the client 
system whether the received data should be temporarily saved (Col 3, Lines 12-16 and 
22-28). 

1 3. With regard to claim 22, Adams further discloses receiving an indication from the 
user that the at least a portion of the received data is to be temporarily stored (user 
designates a keep document) (Col 3, Lines 12-16 and 22-28). 

14. With regard to claim 23, Adams further discloses prompting the user of the client 
system to enter the minimum length of time to temporarily store the received data (keep 
documents may be time limited)(Col 3, Lines 22-28). 
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15. With regard to claim 24, Adams further discloses accepting from the user of the 
client system the indication of the minimum length of time (Col 3, Lines 22-28). 

16. With regard to claim 25, Adams further discloses deleting from storage at least a 
portion of the received data on a first in/first out basis upon the passage of the minimum 
length of time indicated by the user (Col 4, Lines 3-4). 

17. With regard to claim 29, Adams further discloses that obtaining the indication of 
the minimum length of time occurs after the step of receiving the requested data (Col 3, 
Lines 12-20). 

1 8. With regard to claim 30, Adams further discloses that the minimum length of time 
received from the user is applied only to the received data (keep documents are 
individually designated)(CoI 3, Lines 12-16). 

19. With regard to claim 31 , Adams further discloses that the client system erases 
only the particular received data after the minimum length of time received from the user 
(document will revert to being a non-keep document, which is deleted when the cache 
fills) (Col 3, Lines 27-28 and Col 4, Lines 3-5). 
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20. With regard to claim 33, Adams further discloses that the obtaining step is 
performed at substantially the same time as the storing step (Col 3, Lines 12-20). 

21. With regard to independent claim 12, Adams discloses a method comprising 
the steps of: 

browsing by a user at a client in order to locate Web page data associated with a 
specific Web page (Col 3, Lines 47-49 and 62-65); 

at said client, entering a time specified by the user for the Web page data 
associated with the specific Web page (Col 3, Lines 22-26); 

storing said Web page data for the specific Web page temporarily in a cache (all 
documents are stored temporarily)(Col 3, Lines 66-67); 

after said user specified time period, deleting the Web page data for the specific 
Web page from said cache (after document reverts to non-keep, it will be deleted when 
the cache fills)(Col 4, Lines 3-4). 

22. With regard to independent claim 14, Adams discloses a client, comprising: 
a central processing unit (Col 1 , Lines 46-63); 

an input device coupled to the central processing unit (Col 1 , Lines 46-63); 
an output device coupled to said central processing unit (Col 1 , Lines 46-63); and 
a memory space operatively coupled to said central processing unit for storing 
data (Col 1, Lines 46-63), 

the client being configured to temporarily store data downloaded from a network 
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for a minimum period of time specified by a user, after which period of time the stored 
data is subject to automatic de!etion(document remains a keep document for at least 
the time period and only non-keep documents are deleted)(Col 3, Lines 66-67 and Col 
4, Lines 3-4), said user specified minimum period of time being specified by an entry 
made at said input device by the user (Col 3, Lines 22-26); 

wherein the stored data represents a particular Web site image downloaded from 
the network (Col 3, Lines 47-49 and 62-65) and the user-specified minimum period of 
time is associated with the stored data of the particular Web site image only (Col 3, 
Lines 6-11). 

23. With regard to claim 1 5, Adams further discloses that the memory space is a 
cache memory space(Col 3, Lines 66-67). 

24. With regard to claim 17, Adams further discloses that the client is further 
configured to respond to a user request to display information about the stored data 
(display keep status of the documents so user may delete them) (Col 4, Lines 9-15). 

25. With regard to claim 1 8, Adams further discloses that the client is further 
configured to respond to a user request to modify a property of the stored data (existing 
documents may be designated as keep documents) (Col 3, Lines 18-20). 
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26. With regard to independent claim 32, Adams discloses a method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving, by a client system in response to a request by a user of the client 
system, data for an individual Web page, from a network in a distributed system (Col 3, 
Lines 47-49 and 62-65); 

obtaining, by said client system from the user of the client system and after 
receiving the data of the individual Web page, an indication of a minimum length of time 
during which the received data for the individual Web page is to be temporarily stored 
on the client system (all documents are stored temporarily)(Col 3, Lines 22-26); and 

storing temporarily at least a portion of the received data for the individual Web 
page on the client system for a period of at least the minimum length of time (Col 3, 
Lines 66-67); 

deleting the received data for the individual Web page from the client system 
after at least the minimum length of time (after document reverts to non-keep, it will be 
deleted when the cache fills)(Col 4, Lines 3-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

27. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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28. Claims 1,2,7,8,12,14,15,18,21-26 and 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Mantha et al. (US 6,163,779) in view of Adams et al. (US 
5,873,100). 

29. With regard to independent claim 1, Mantha discloses a method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving, by a client system, in response to a request by a user of the client 
system, data from a network in a distributed system (Web page is accessed) (Col 8, 
Lines 28-39); 

storing temporarily on the client system at least a portion of the received data at 
the client system (Page is copied to local hard drive)(Col 9, Lines 15-18). 

Mantha fails to disclose obtaining, by said client system from the user of the 
client system, an indication of a minimum length of time during which the received data 
is to be temporarily stored; and storing the data for a period of at least the minimum 
length of time indicated by the user at the client system. 

Adams discloses a similar system for saving web pages to a local cache at a 
client. Adams teaches allowing the user to specify a minimum length of time to keep a 
particular document (time-frame designated as a keep document) and storing the 
document for at least that period of time (Col 3, Lines 12-28). This would have been an 
advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Mantha since it would have allowed 
the user to control which documents are to be kept in the cache, ensuring that the 
pages are always available and available without delay (Adams, Col 2, Lines 21-24). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to allow the user to specify a minimum length of time to 
retain a particular document, since it would have provided the user with assurance that 
designated documents would be available in the cache for those time periods. 

30. With regard to claim 2, Mantha further discloses that the received data is stored 
in a memory space accessible by the client system as cache (Subsequent requests for 
the saved page pull the page from the local hard drive) (Col 12, Lines 30-35). 

31 . With regard to claim 7, Mantha further discloses the step of designating, on said 
client system, that the received data be temporarily stored, wherein the designating step 
includes a step of presenting a user with a window for user input (Window for page 
allows user to specify what action to take with the current page) (Col 8, Lines 22-26). 

32. With regard to claim 8, Adams further discloses that the specifying step is carried 
out by a user in real time (Col 3, Lines 15-16). 

33. With regard to claim 21 , Adams further discloses inquiring of the user of the client 
system whether the received data should be temporarily saved (Col 3, Lines 12-16 and 
22-28). 
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34. With regard to claim 22, Adams further discloses receiving an indication from the 
user that the at least a portion of the received data is to be temporarily stored (user 
designates a keep document) (Col 3, Lines 12-16 and 22-28). 

35. With regard to claim 23, Adams further discloses prompting the user of the client 
system to enter the minimum length of time to temporarily store the received data (keep 
documents may be time limited)(Col 3, Lines 22-28). 

36. With regard to claim 24, Adams further discloses accepting from the user of the 
client system the indication of the minimum length of time (Col 3, Lines 22-28). 

37. With regard to claim 25, Adams further discloses deleting from storage at least a 
portion of the received data on a first in/first out basis upon the passage of the minimum 
length of time indicated by the user (Col 4, Lines 3-4). 

38. With regard to claim 26, Mantha further discloses providing the user of the client 
system with an option to delete an earlier version of the received data being stored (any 
saved pages can be deleted) (Col 9, Lines 38-49). 

39. With regard to claim 29, Adams further discloses that obtaining the indication of 
the minimum length of time occurs after the step of receiving the requested data (Col 3, 
Lines 12-20). 
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40. With regard to claim 30, Adams further discloses that the minimum length of time 
received from the user is applied only to the received data (keep documents are 
individually designated)(Col 3, Lines 12-16). Mantha discloses that the received data is 
a Web page (Col 9, Lines 15-18). 

41 . With regard to claim 31 , Adams further discloses that the client system erases 
only the particular received data after the minimum length of time received from the user 
(document will revert to being a non-keep document, which is deleted when the cache 
fills) (Col 3, Lines 27-28 and Col 4, Lines 3-5). Mantha discloses that the received data 
is a Web page (Col 9, Lines 1 5-1 8). 

42. With regard to claim 33, Adams further discloses that the obtaining step is 
performed at substantially the same time as the storing step (Col 3, Lines 12-20). 

43. With regard to independent claim 12, Mantha discloses a method comprising: 
browsing by a user at a client in order to locate Web page data (User accesses a Web 
page) (Col 8, Lines 28-29) associated with a specific Web page; and storing said Web 
page data for the specific Web page temporarily in a cache (page is copied to local hard 
drive via save operation)(Col 8, Line 40 to Col 9, Line 14). However, Mantha fails to 
disclose entering a time specified by the user for the Web page data associated with the 
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specific Web page, and after said user specified time period, deleting said Web page 
data for the specific Web page from said cache. 

Adams discloses a similar system for saving web pages to a local cache at a 
client. Adams teaches allowing the user to specify a minimum length of time to keep a 
particular document (time-frame designated as a keep document) and storing the 
document for at least that period of time (Col 3, Lines 12-28). After the time period 
passes, it will be deleted when the cache fills (Col 4, Lines 3-5). This would have been 
an advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Mantha since it would have 
allowed the user to control which documents are to be kept in the cache, ensuring that 
the pages are always available and available without delay (Adams, Col 2, Lines 21-24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to allow the user to specify a minimum length of time to 
retain a particular document, since it would have provided the user with assurance that 
designated documents would be available in the cache for those time periods. 

44. With regard to independent claim 14, Mantha discloses a client comprising: a 
central processing unit (Col 6, Lines 42-45), an input device coupled to said central 
processing unit (keyboard, and/or remote) (Col 6, Lines 30-39); an output 
device coupled to said central processing unit (monitor/television) (Col 6, Lines 
52-55)', and a memory space operatively coupled to said central processing unit for 
storing data (hard drive) (Col 7, Lines 13-15), the client being configured to 
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temporarily store data downloaded from a network (Col 1 , Lines 62-65), wherein the 
stored data represents a particular Web site image downloaded from the network (Col 
9, 15-18). Mantha fails to disclose that the particular data is stored for a user specified 
minimum period of time, after which period of time the stored data is subject to 
automatic deletion, said user specified minimum period of time specified by entry made 
at said input device. 

Adams discloses a similar system for saving web pages to a local cache at a 
client. Adams teaches allowing the user to specify a minimum length of time to keep a 
particular document (time-frame designated as a keep document) and storing the 
document for at least that period of time (Col 3, Lines 12-28). After the time period 
passes, it will be automatically deleted when the cache fills (Col 4, Lines 3-5). This 
would have been an advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Mantha since it 
would have allowed the user to control which documents are to be kept in the cache, 
ensuring that the pages are always available and available without delay (Adams, Col 2, 
Lines 21-24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to allow the user to specify a minimum length of time to 
retain a particular document, since it would have provided the user with assurance that 
designated documents would be available in the cache for those time periods. 

45. With regard to claim 15, Mantha further discloses that the memory 
space is a cache memory space (Subsequent requests for the saved page pull 
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the page from the local hard drive)(Col 12, Lines 30-35). 

46. With regard to claim 17, Adams further discloses that the client is further 
configured to respond to a user request to display information about the stored data 
(display keep status of the documents so user may delete them) (Col 4, Lines 9-15). 

47. With regard to claim 18, Adams further discloses that the client is further 
configured to respond to a user request to modify a property of the stored data (existing 
documents may be designated as keep documents) (Col 3, Lines 18-20). 

48. With regard to independent claim 32, Mantha discloses a method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving, by a client system, in response to a request by a user of the client 
system, data for an individual Web page, from a network in a distributed system (Web 
page is accessed) (Col 8, Lines 28-39); 

storing temporarily on the client system at least a portion of the received data for 
the individual Web page on the client system (Page is copied to local hard drive)(Col 9, 
Lines 15-18). 

Mantha fails to disclose obtaining, by said client system from the user of the 
client system and after receiving the data of the individual Web page, an indication of a 
minimum length of time during which the received data is to be temporarily stored; 
storing the data for a period of at least the minimum length of time indicated by the user 
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at the client system; and deleting the received data for the individual Web page from the 
client system after at least the minimum length of time. 

Adams discloses a similar system for saving web pages to a local cache at a 
client. Adams teaches allowing the user to specify a minimum length of time to keep a 
particular document (time-frame designated as a keep document) and storing the 
document for at least that period of time (Col 3, Lines 12-28). After the time period 
passes, it will be automatically deleted when the cache fills (Col 4, Lines 3-5). This 
would have been an advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Mantha since it 
would have allowed the user to control which documents are to be kept in the cache, 
ensuring that the pages are always available and available without delay (Adams, Col 2, 
Lines 21-24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to allow the user to specify a minimum length of time to 
retain a particular document, since it would have provided the user with assurance that 
designated documents would be available in the cache for those time periods. 

49. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mantha et 
al. (US 6,163,779) in view of Adams et al. (US 5,873,100) in further view of Lambert et 
al. (US 6,038,601). 

50. With regard to claim 9, while the system disclosed by Mantha and Adams shows 
substantial features of the claimed invention (discussed above), it fails to disclose 
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reading an instruction provided with the received data, wherein the instruction indicates 
that the received data should be temporarily stored. 

Lambert discloses a similar system for saving web pages on a local cache. 
Lambert teaches reading an instruction provided with the received data, wherein the 
instruction indicates that the received data should be temporarily stored (Section 3.4; 
Col 12, Lines 49-67). Lambert teaches that the content provider may provide an 
expiration date with served content, and the local cache will serve content from the local 
cache until the expiration date has passed. At that time, it will check with the server to 
determine if the content has changed. This would have been an advantageous addition 
to the system disclosed by Mantha and Adams since it would have allowed the content 
provider to inform the user when the served content is likely to have changed, giving 
them the opportunity to check for updates if desired. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include an instruction with the received data that 
indicates that the received data should be temporarily stored, since it would have 
informed the user when the content provider expects the data to have changed, giving 
them the opportunity to check for updates. 

51. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mantha 
et al. (US 6,163,779) in view of Adams et al. (US 5,873,100) in further view of 
Motoyama et al. (US 6,304,948). 
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52. With regard to claim 10, while the system disclosed by Mantha and Adams 
shows substantial features of the claimed invention (discussed above), it fails to 
disclose deleting the data immediately after the specified minimum length of time has 
passed. 

Motoyama discloses a system for handling data with assigned expiration dates. 
Motoyama teaches deleting the data immediately after a specified time period (at least 
Col 5, Lines 53-57). This would have been an advantageous addition to the system 
disclosed by Mantha and Adams because it would have ensured that pages would not 
be kept beyond their specified time period and would be removed from the cache 
immediately, freeing up cache space and disposing of unwanted data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to delete the stored pages immediately upon expiration of 
the minimum length of time since it would have freed up cache space and removed 
unwanted data. 

53. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mantha 
et al. (US 6,163,779) in view of Adams et al. (US 5,873,100) in further view of Porter 
(US 6,476,827). 

54. With regard to claim 1 1 , while the invention disclosed by Mantha in view of 
Adams shows substantial features of the claimed invention (discussed above), it fails to 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,666 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2153 

disclose that the data is a first Web page containing a hyperlink to a second Web page 
and the storing step includes storing data of the second Web page. 

Porter discloses a similar system for saving web pages to a client. Porter teaches 
traversing the hyperlinks of a first page to retrieve the pages the links point to and 
saving them in addition to the original page (Col 5, Line 64 to Col 6, Line 1). This would 
have been an advantageous addition to the system disclosed by Mantha and Adams 
since it would have ensured that pages referenced in the parent page would also be 
available to the user during the specified time period. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include the web pages linked to by the parent web page 
when saving a page at the client. Since the pages linked to by the parent page are likely 
related and of interest to the user, this would have ensures that the pages linked to by 
the parent page would be available to the user during the specified time period. 

55. Claims 27 and 28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mantha et al. (US 6,163,779) in view of Adams et al. (US 5,873,100) in further view of 
Official Notice. 

56. With regard to claims 27 and 28, while the system disclosed by Mantha in view of 
Adams shows substantial features of the claimed invention (discussed above), it fails to 
disclose notifying the user of the client system prior to deleting the received data or 
deleting the data after being authorized by the user. 
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The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art to notify 
a user and obtain permission from them prior to deleting files. This allows the user to 
monitor which files are being deleted and gives them a chance to stop deletion if they 
prefer to keep the data. This has been performed in many well-known instances, such 
as requiring a user to confirm whether or not to empty the Recycle Bin in Microsoft 
Windows. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to notify the user that the expiration period has expired 
and obtain permission to delete the expired files prior to deleting them. This would allow 
the user to stop deletion of any file that they still want to keep. 

Conclusion 

57. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Strange whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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